Xinchang

Experience the slower pace of village life at Xinchang, around 30km from
Shanghai, in the Nanhui District’s south-west. The waterside town has an
undeveloped centre of plaster and timber Ming dynasty houses, You can walk
along quiet canal paths lined with willow trees and cross humpback stone
bridges more than 300 vears old.

The lanes here are too narrow for cars, so you can saunter along past the
dentist waiting for customers to step up to his treadle drill, tailors gossiping
and drinking tea while knocking up a suit. a man welding steel pots and
buckets, and elderly women spinning wool on a sunny verandah.

Taiwanese director Ang Lee lilmed scenes for his movie Lust, Caution at the
teahouse overlooking the stone bridge in the centre of town. Photographs
[rom the [ilm are proudly displayed at the front of the nearby grocery shop,
Also near the town centre, the Cultural Exhibition Museum depicts
Xinchang's salt-panning history —a mainstay of the river {lat economy for
centuries. Among the antique displays is a 30 model of the town with holo-
grams of villagers in traditional dress, baking bread and playing games,
accompanied by the sing-song Shanghainese dialect.

The Buddhist temple to the south of central Xinchang is new, but the walk
there is rewarding,. The scent of fresh wafllles from shops along Xinchang Lu
Bimresistible; and try the glutinous pumpkin cakes coated in sesame seeds.
Getting there: Metro line 2 to Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park {last stop), then taxi
o Xinchang (30 minutes), about RMBIO ($20),
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Getaguide

Tailor-made tours run by Jonathan

Hasson and Spencer Dodington. Whether
it's art deco alleyways, meeting the locals
and hearing their stories, being whisked
around the latest fashion designers’

ateliers or attending a polo match,

this tuneed-in duo can make it happen.
www.luxuryconciergechina.com

Architects Anne Warr and Tim
Schwager run walking tours through
inner Shanghai, particularly through the
lilang alleyways, as well as art gallery
tours to areas such as Moganshan Lu,




